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Dear School Leader:  
 
Expect More Arizona developed this toolkit to help schools and districts communicate with 
parents and the broader community about Proposition 123 and the special election on May 17. 
Please feel free to use the content in this document however you see fit and modify it 
according to the needs of your district or school.  
 
We encourage you to review the campaigning advocacy do’s and don’ts to familiarize yourself 
with what schools can do regarding elections communications. The Arizona School Boards 
Association has created a list of advocacy do’s and don’ts for schools which can be found here 
as well as in this toolkit. Additionally, you may find the Arizona Charter Schools Association 
resources here.   
 
We vetted all of the content in this toolkit with the goal of accuracy and neutrality so that it 
may be distributed in a school setting. However as a good practice, you may want to check 
with your school or district’s legal department or leadership team before sharing election 
related information. 
 
A strong education system doesn’t just benefit Arizona students – it strengthens the economy 
and overall quality of life for everyone. It is important that voters are aware that there is a 
special election and the impacts to the schools in their neighborhood so that they can make an 
informed decision.  

 
We hope these resources are useful to you. Please contact us if you have any questions on the 
content or how to use it.  
 
Many thanks, 

 
Pearl Chang Esau 
President & CEO  

 

 

All of the documents and images included in this toolkit are available  

for download on Dropbox, via the following link:  

http://bit.ly/Prop123Toolkit  

 

http://azsba.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/prop-123-and-advocacy-FAQ1.pdf
https://azcharters.org/prop123/
http://bit.ly/Prop123Toolkit
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Questions? Contact Christie Silverstein at Expect More Arizona  
at christie@expectmorearizona.org or (602) 648-6616.  
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Campaigning and Advocacy Do’s and Don’ts 
Information Courtesy of Arizona School Boards Association 

 
Overview: 
There are laws that govern the actions of a school district’s governing board and school employees in relation to 
elections and voter engagement. Because many people aren’t familiar with the ins and outs of the law, ASBA created an 
extensive overview on the law and classifies actions based on their legality. It is very important that all school employees 
understand and follow the law. Therefore, we are sharing the pertinent information that governs the actions of teachers 
and school staff. To review the full briefing document prepared by ASBA, please visit: http://azsba.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/03/prop-123-and-advocacy-FAQ1.pdf.  
 

What You CANNOT Do: 
Arizona statute prohibits school districts from using school resources to influence the outcome of elections. Specifically, 
the law prohibits these actions: 

 It prohibits school boards (collectively, as the board) from making statements or submitting arguments in favor 
of, or in opposition to, any ballot proposition (bonds, overrides, education-related propositions, etc.). 

 It prohibits school employees, when on school time, from activities that would influence the outcome of an 
election (i.e., promoting vote yes or vote no messages for a question on a ballot). 

 It prohibits the use of school property including equipment, paper, copiers, building, computers, school email 
accounts, etc. from being used to influence the outcome of an election (i.e., printing off a flyer that promotes a 
vote yes or a vote no message for a question on a ballot). 

 It prohibits students being given campaign material intended to influence the outcome of an election. (In fact, it 
is recommended to not give ANY material to students that can be deemed in any way as political, even if it just 
factual information.) 
 

What You CAN Do: 
The law does not tie the hands of public school employees. There are many activities that school employees CAN do to 
engage other staff in voting and share information with colleagues. Specifically, the law DOES NOT prohibit these 
actions: 

 Individual school employees not on school time MAY exercise their free speech rights and get involved in efforts 
to influence the outcome of an election. 

 Individual school employees MAY on school time answer any questions in a factual manner about a question on 
the ballot.  

 Individual school employees MAY on school time and with school resources provide factual information about 
an election and encourage others to vote as long as there is no persuasion on HOW to vote, including 
distributing materials from a third party organization as long as it is factual and doesn’t attempt to influence the 
outcome of the election. 

 All communications and messages from school employees on school time and/or using school resources should 
be purely factual in nature and in no way should be intending to influence the outcome of an election. 

 School employees MAY receive election campaign information to their school email accounts and mailboxes 
from an outside (non-school) sender however such information cannot be passed along to others or printed out 
using school resources.  

 Parents and school employees MAY have an election-related bumper sticker or sign displayed on their car in a 
school parking lot.  

 

 

 

 

http://azsba.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/prop-123-and-advocacy-FAQ1.pdf
http://azsba.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/prop-123-and-advocacy-FAQ1.pdf


What Schools Can Say 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Key Facts 

 Prop 123 settles an ongoing lawsuit between public schools and the state legislature regarding 

K-12 funding. 

 Voters will decide on Prop 123 in a special election on May 17. 

 Voter registration deadline is April 18.  

 Early voting begins April 20.  

 For more information, visit expectmorearizona.org/prop123. 

 

If passed, Proposition 123 will: 

 Generate $3.5 billion over 10 years for Arizona schools. The majority will come from the 

increased payout of the State Land Trust. Additionally, $625 million will come from the general 

fund ($50M for the first five years, then $75M for the next five years). 

 Settle the inflation funding lawsuit that’s been pending for five years between K-12 public 

schools and the state legislature.  

 Raise the base level of per pupil funding (from $3,426.74 to $3,600).  

 Guarantee that education funding will adjust for inflation each year.  

 Provide funding to schools starting in June.  

 Allow schools to decide how to use their funding. There are no strings attached to how the 

funding can be used.  

 Include measures to manage the general fund during severe economic downturns.  

 

If Proposition 123 fails:  

 Schools will not receive additional funding and the lawsuit will continue.  

 There would be no guarantee that the Arizona Supreme Court will award back pay of inflation funding in 

the future.  

 The State Land Trust payout remains at the current level. 





 
  

http://www.expectmorearizona.org/prop123


 

 
 
 

Talking Points 
 

 Prop 123 settles an ongoing lawsuit between public schools and the state legislature regarding K-12 

funding. 

 Voters will decide on Prop 123 in a special election on May 17. 

 Proposition 123 has a major impact on K-12 education funding.  

 The estimated impact to our school/district is: (look up your information here: 

http://azleg.gov/jlbc/Districtandcharteranalysis.pdf) 

 We encourage you to learn more and make an informed vote. 

 Voter registration deadline is April 18th.  To register to vote, visit: expectmorearizona.org/vote 

 Early voting begins April 20.   

 For more information, visit expectmorearizona.org/Prop123  

 
If passed:  
 

 Prop 123 would put $3.5 billion into Arizona schools over the next ten years, without raising taxes.   

 The funding would come from increased payout from the State Land Trust as well as new general fund 

revenue.  

 Funding will go to schools immediately. Schools will decide how to use the funding.  

 

If failed: 
 

 Schools will not receive funding and the lawsuit will continue with an uncertain outcome. 

 The State Land Trust payout remains at current levels.  
 
 

  

http://azleg.gov/jlbc/Districtandcharteranalysis.pdf
http://expectmorearizona.org/vote
http://www.expectmorearizona.org/Prop123


 

 

 
What is Proposition 123? 
 
A strong education system doesn’t just benefit Arizona students – it strengthens the economy and 
overall quality of life for us all. It is important to become informed about upcoming elections that impact 
education.  
 
The first opportunity is the upcoming special election on May 17, where voters will be asked to decide 
on Proposition 123. If the Proposition is passed, it will put $3.5 billion over 10 years into the K-12 
education system. The majority of funding will come from the increased payout from the State Land 
Trust. An additional $625 million will be appropriated for K-12 education from the state’s general fund. 
 
For [name] school district, this will mean an additional $[XX] annually. [Use this chart to find your local 
school or district] 
 
The passage of Proposition 123 will settle the inflation funding lawsuit between the state legislature and 
Arizona’s public schools and guarantee annual inflation adjustments to school funding. If passed, schools 
will start receiving funding this June. Locally elected school boards decide how the funding can be used.   
 
If Proposition 123 is not passed, schools will not receive this funding and the inflation funding lawsuit 
will continue. The State Land Trust payout will remain at the same level.  
 
The voter registration deadline for the special election is April 18. To learn more about the proposition 
or to register to vote, visit ExpectMoreArizona.org/Prop123. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

file:///C:/Users/csilverstein/Desktop/Prop%20123/Prop%20123%20toolkit%20for%20businesses.docx%23Local


 

 
 
 
 

Make Your Vote Count for Education  
 
We all want the best future for Arizona students. That means high school can no longer be the finish 
line. In today’s world, the majority of jobs require more education or training. We must work together 
to ensure every child has access to a world-class public education that prepares him or her to succeed. 
This is an issue that impacts all of us – Arizona’s economy and our overall quality of life. 
 
We have dedicated educators and hard-working students, but they can’t do it alone. As voters, our 
children are counting on us to make sure education is a top priority for our elected leaders. Being an 
informed voter is both an opportunity to change the future, and a deep responsibility that every 
American shares.  
 
You can start today by ensuring that you’re registered to vote where you live. There are a number of 
opportunities this year to make your voice heard and vote for education, with the special election in 
May, the primary election in August and the general election in November.  
 
On May 17, voters will be asked to decide on Proposition 123, which would put $3.5 billion into 
Arizona’s K-12 schools over the next ten years. The deadline to register to vote is April 18.   
 

To learn more about Proposition 123 and what is at stake for education in each of these elections, visit 

expectmorearizona.org/prop123 

 

 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

 

 

 

  

http://www.expectmorearizona.org/vote


 

Social Media Content 

Prop 123 Informational  

 Learn the ABCs of Prop 123: bit.ly/Prop123 #Vote4EdAZ 

 AZ schools receive $3.5 billion if Prop 123 passes. bit.ly/Prop123 #Vote4EdAZ 

 Find out how Prop 123 will impact your local schools: bit.ly/Prop123 #Vote4EdAZ 

Vote 4 Education General  

 Today’s the last day to sign up for early voting. Learn more: bit.ly/Vote4EdAZ #Vote4EdAZ 

 Be sure to register to vote in this year’s election and make education a top priority. 

bit.ly/Vote4EdAZ #Vote4EdAZ 

 Join me and @ExpectMoreAZ in making education a top priority when you vote! bit.ly/Vote4EdAZ #Vote4EdAZ 

Election Day 

 We voted. Did you? [insert personal photo] #Vote4EdAZ 

 Be sure to Vote 4 Education today. Every vote matters! #Vote4EdAZ 

  

http://bit.ly/Vote4EdAZ
http://bit.ly/Vote4EdAZ
http://bit.ly/Vote4EdAZ


 

Social Media Images  

 

                       
 

                       
 

         

 

Download these images and find additional content at: expectmorearizona.org/speak 

http://www.expectmorearizona.org/speak


 

 

Proposition 123  

Frequently Asked Questions 

What is Proposition 123? 
Proposition 123 is a referendum that will ask Arizona voters to increase K-12 school funding. If the 
Proposition is passed, it will put $3.5 billion over 10 years into the K-12 education system.  
 
Where will the funding come from? 
A majority of funding will come from the increased payout from the State Land Trust (from 2.5% to 
6.9%) via Proposition 123. Also, an additional $625 million will be appropriated for K-12 education and 
come from the state’s general fund ($50 million for five years and $75 million for the next five years). 
The inflation requirement will continue beyond the ten-year funding deal that Prop. 123 provides. 
 
How are schools planning to use the funding? Can I be involved in that process? 
Many schools are developing their plans now for how they plan to use the funding. Many are planning 
to use the funds to support teachers. If you would like to be involved in this process, you can attend 
your local school board’s meetings where they will be discussing their proposed budgets. 
 
When will schools receive funding? 
If passed, schools will receive funding in June.   
 
Are there restrictions on how schools can use the funding? 
No. Locally elected school boards will decide how best to use the funding they receive. There are no 
strings attached to the funding. 
 
Is there any difference in funding for public district schools or public charter schools? 
No. There is no difference in the amount of funding that public district or charter schools will receive. 
They all receive the same amount per pupil that will be distributed through the funding formula. 

 
How did Arizona get into this situation? 
Arizona voters passed Proposition 301 in 2000 that includes a 0.6 percent sales tax to support education 
and a requirement to fund inflation in the budget each year. During the recession, inflation was not 
funded, which resulted in a lawsuit in 2010. After years of litigation, the parties reached a tentative 
agreement which was presented to legislators during a Special Legislative Session in October 2015 and 
then referred to the ballot as Prop 123.  

 
What is the State Land Trust? 
When Arizona became a state, Congress granted lands to the state that are managed for the purpose of 
generating revenue primarily for K-12 education. These lands serve as a long-term savings account for 
Arizona education. Proposition 123 proposes to increase the payout from the fund for ten years to assist 
in paying for inflation adjustments.  
 
What happens if Proposition 123 is not passed? 
If Proposition 123 is not passed, schools will not receive this funding in June and the inflation funding 
lawsuit will continue and the State Land Trust payout will remain at current levels.   
 

For more information about the proposition, visit ExpectMoreArizona.org/Prop123. 



 

 

 
Important 2016 Arizona Election Dates 

 
2016 Special Election Dates 

 April 18 – Last day to register to vote for the May special election. 

 April 20 – Early Voting Begins 

 May 6 – Last day to request an early ballot for the special election 

 May 11 – Recommended last day to mail in ballot 
- All ballots must be received by 7 PM on Election Day. 

 May 17 – Election Day 
 
2016 Primary Election Dates 

 August 1 – Last day to register to vote for the Primary Election 

 August 3 – Early voting begins 

 August 19 – Last day to request an early ballot for the Primary Election 

 August 24 – Recommended last day to mail in ballot 
- All ballots must be received by 7 PM on Election Day. 

 August 30 – Election Day 
 
2016 General Election Dates 

 October 10 – Last day to register to vote for the General Election 

 October 12 – Early voting begins 

 October 28 – Last day to request an early ballot for the General Election 

 November 2 – Recommended last day to mail in ballot 
- All ballots must be received by 7 PM on Election Day. 

 November 8 – Election Day 
 

Key Links 

 To register to vote, visit servicearizona.com 

 To find your polling location or learn how to request a ballot visit expectmorearizona.org/vote 

 To learn what is at stake for education in each of these elections, visit expectmorearizona.org/vote  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Presentation Template 

Expect More Arizona is a nonpartisan nonprofit organization building a movement of Arizonans in support of world-class education for 
all children. Vote 4 Education is Expect More Arizona’s annual voter engagement initiative, encouraging Arizona’s voters to make 

education their top priority.  
 
As a 501c3, Expect More Arizona does not endorse specific candidates or influence the outcomes of candidate elections. 

 

 

 

http://servicearizona.com/voterRegistration?popularclick
http://www.expectmorearizona.org/vote
http://www.expectmorearizona.org/vote


 

Presentation Template 

 
Use the link below to download a template PowerPoint presentation about Prop 123. Expect 

More Arizona team members are available to provide workshops and presentations about a 

variety of education topics, including Prop 123 and Education Funding. You are also welcome to 

use this template to develop your own presentation. 

 

http://www.expectmorearizona.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Prop-123-Presentation-for-

schools-1.pptx 

 

 

  

http://www.expectmorearizona.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Prop-123-Presentation-for-schools-1.pptx
http://www.expectmorearizona.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Prop-123-Presentation-for-schools-1.pptx


 

Impact to Local Schools 

Use the following link to look up the financial impact to your local school district or charter 

school, if Prop 123 were to pass. Reference the amount listed in the Net Funding column for the 

estimated new funding that will be allotted to each district or charter school annually.   

http://azleg.gov/jlbc/Districtandcharteranalysis.pdf 

 

http://azleg.gov/jlbc/Districtandcharteranalysis.pdf

