
Amazing things are happening in schools throughout Arizona, but learning doesn’t just 

happen in the classroom. Simple everyday activities can be turned into opportunities to teach 

a child something new and wonderful and prepare them for success in school. On the other 

side of this sheet are ways you can support your child’s literacy skills while you are here today.

Arizona is the proud home of many amazing arts and cultural venues, providing countless 

educational opportunities for kids and adults to learn together. Expect More Arizona 

has partnered with the following organizations across the state to show parents how to 

experience each venue with their children in rich and meaningful ways.

PANTONE 166 CPANTONE 412 C

Visit TodayInAZ.org/activities to download an activity sheet 
for any of the partners listed below.

There’s always a place for education.

Visit TodayInAZ.org for more quick tips you can use to support your child’s education.

This program is made possible thanks to generous support from APS, 
our partner in the movement for world-class education for all children.
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at Catalina State Park I will…at Catalina State Park I will…

Learn how you can get free admission to another great Arizona arts and culture destination. 
Simply upload a photo of your family doing one of these activities at TodayInAZ.org/Activities.

1 Explore the park using the 3-D land model map 
located within the entrance station.  What is the 
elevation of the highest point on the map—Mt. 
Lemmon?  How many miles is the popular Canyon 
Loop Trail?  What is the name of a “wash” or stream running through the 
park?  

2 Get to know an Arizona State Park Ranger.  Find a Park Ranger and ask 
him or her what is their favorite part of being a park ranger.  What is their 
most interesting wildlife sighting? Is this a job you think you would enjoy in 
the future?  Ask them about the statewide Junior Ranger program and how 
you can become one.

3 Learn about saguaros.  There are approximately 5,000 saguaros located 
within Catalina State Park.  This cactus, (pronounced “saw-WAH-row”), 
which you will want to get close to, but not touch, only lives in the Sonoran 
Desert.  Try to locate holes in the saguaro.  What do you think made these?  
Do you see anything coming in or out of the holes?  Get your picture taken 
next to a saguaro and post to social media using the #TodayinAZ hashtag.

4 Visit the Romero Ruins.  Hike the .75 mile Romero Ruins interpretive trail.  
People have lived for generations at the Romero Ruins.  Thirty-four ancient 
sites exist on or near this trail, and you can observe many of them.  Using 
your imagination, draw a picture of what their “homes” might have looked 
like.

5 Discover “footprints” on the Nature Trail. As you hike the trail, you will 
see footprints of animals in a cement exhibit, and information about each 
animal.  Locate the coyote and “howl” like one! Coyotes make 13 different 
sounds—some for fun, some because they are hungry, and some because 
they are alerting other coyotes. You can also make a “rubbing” of the 
coyote prints. 



at Homolovi State Park I will…at Homolovi State Park I will…

Learn how you can get free admission to another great Arizona arts and culture destination. 
Simply upload a photo of your family doing one of these activities at TodayInAZ.org/Activities.

1 Learn a new vocabulary word: 
ARCHAEOLOGY. Ever wonder what it 
would be like to walk among people 
hundreds of years ago? Archaeology is the study of people 
and cultures from the past, through objects that have been left 
behind. Ask a ranger to explain an example of what this looks like 
at the park.

2 Learn about the Hopi native tribe at the visitor center. Take 
a look at some of the exhibits there. Think about the Hopi’s 
ancestral villages at Homolovi State Park while you are out on 
the trails.

3 Take a look at the corn-roasting pit next to the visitor center. 
Corn roasting is an important tradition for the Hopi people. 
Visualize how you think the corn-roasting takes place.

4 Visit two out of the four ancestral sites located at the park. Note 
and or try to remember what is similar and different among 
them.

5 Observe petroglyphs. These are images that have been carved 
into a rock surface. Petroglyphs are examples of rock art that 
most likely have deep cultural and religious importance for the 
societies that created them. Ask a ranger where these can be 
found at the park.



at Jerome State Park I will…at Jerome State Park I will…

Learn how you can get free admission to another great Arizona arts and culture destination. 
Simply upload a photo of your family doing one of these activities at TodayInAZ.org/Activities.

1 Observe geology.  What do you think drew 
the early prospectors to this area?  Look at 
the area around you and see what you think 
is different compared to the rest of the Verde Valley. As you were 
in the alley on your way to Jerome did it look different than the 
rest of the mountain range? 

2 Learn a new vocabulary word: “ORE”. Ore is any rock that contains 
valuable minerals in sufficient concentrations to make extraction 
profitable.  

3 Make sure to visit the Audry Headframe Park below Jerome State 
Historic Park. This is where miners were lowered deep into the 
mine and ore was removed for processing. The shaft is 1900 feet 
deep.  You can also see the hydroelectric generator that was used 
to power the mines in Jerome. 

4 Talk about the effect that mining has on your everyday lives. From 
the electricity in your home, to the sidewalks at your school, mining 
is responsible for the world we live in today. 

5 Take a picture of what you think is most interesting at the park and 
tell us why. Post it to social media using the #TodayInAZ hashtag. 



at Kartchner Caverns State Park
I will…
at Kartchner Caverns State Park
I will…

Learn how you can get free admission to another great Arizona arts and culture destination. 
Simply upload a photo of your family doing one of these activities at TodayInAZ.org/Activities.

1 Observe nature. The Hummingbird Garden is 
home to hundreds of types of plants, but if you 
look carefully you may find many animals, too.  Predict how many different 
animals you will see in the garden.  (Remember that some animals are very 
small...like insects!)  As you walk the trails, count the animals you see.  How 
close was your estimate?  Did you see more or less than you thought you 
would?

2 Learn a new vocabulary word: SPELEOTHEM. You’ve probably heard of 
cave formations called stalactites that grow down from the ceilings and 
stalagmites that build up from the floor.  All the decorations that form in 
caves are called “speleothems.” List some other speleothem names that you 
learned at the park today. Post them with pictures on social media with the 
hashtag #TodayinAZ.   

3 Compare what a bat eats with what I eat. Most of the bats that use 
Kartchner Caverns as a nursery colony are cave myotis (my-O-tis).  Their 
body is about 2” long, 10” wingspan and only weigh about 1/2 ounce (about 
equal to the weight of 2 quarters). They can eat half their weight in insects 
each night!  If a hamburger patty weighs a quarter pound, how many would 
you have to eat per day to “eat like a bat?”  Burp! 

4 Talk with your parent about how animals that live in caves adapt to life in 
the dark.  Animals that live only in caves are called “troglobites.”  Just like 
animals on the Earth’s surface, they have to find food, shelter and water, but 
they have to find it in total darkness! How do you suppose can they do that? 

5 Find your favorite display in the Discovery Center, along the trails or in the 
garden.  Take your picture by it and post to social media using #TodayinAZ 
explaining why it is you like it best. 



at Lost Dutchman State Park I will…at Lost Dutchman State Park I will…

Learn how you can get free admission to another great Arizona arts and culture destination. 
Simply upload a photo of your family doing one of these activities at TodayInAZ.org/Activities.

1 Imagine where the Dutchman may have buried 
his gold on Superstition Mountain. Is it high 
or low? How would he get his gold from the 
mountain?

2 Hike a trail and look for trail signs that tell you where you are. Refer 
to your trail map. See where you are on the map. Watch for birds and 
wildlife along the trails. A quiet spot near a pond is a good place to 
spot animals. Be quiet and still so you don’t startle them. Did you hear 
any coyotes? Did you see any roadrunners or lizards running through 
the park?  

3 Look out for jumping cactus! They are also called jumping cholla, and 
even though they don’t jump, the cactus pieces can stick to your shoes 
or clothing, if you bump into them. Ouch! A pocket comb is a good 
removal tool. Watch your pets too, since cactus can stick to them also! 

4 Find the tallest saguaro cactus. How old do you think it is? What 
was happening when the cactus was small? Maybe Jacob Waltz, the 
Dutchman went this way! Walk the native plant trail by the ranger 
station and look for the very tall Saguaro cactus that the park has 
measured every January since 1992. How much do you grow each year? 
Is it as much as the Saguaro? Why doesn’t the Saguaro grow the same 
each year? 

5 Take a selfie with the Superstition Mountain behind you or next to a 
Saguaro. Don’t stand too close to the saguaro or you might get stuck! 
Use your imagination and take a picture with your friends acting like a 
Saguaro, can they pose like other cactuses? Can you act/pose like any 
other desert animals you see? 



at Oracle State Park I will…at Oracle State Park I will…

Learn how you can get free admission to another great Arizona arts and culture destination. 
Simply upload a photo of your family doing one of these activities at TodayInAZ.org/Activities.

1 Take the high road! As you’re walking along the 
trail, notice the vegetation. How is it similar or 
different to what you are used to seeing? Stop 
at a high point where you can see the mountain 
ranges around you. Turn your body toward the Santa Catalina 
Mountains (the range nearest to you in Tucson). Do you think it is 
hotter or cooler at the park versus Tucson. Ask a ranger to explain. 

2 Open my mind! Find a beautiful spot where you can sit down, be “still” 
and let your thoughts drift away as your mind become quiet. Listen 
to the sounds of nature around you. What do you hear? What do you 
feel?

3 Stop in my tracks! Choose a trail to hike and keep your eyes on the 
ground! Count the number of different tracks you find along the trail.  
How many are there? What kind of animals might have made the 
tracks? Examples might be white tailed deer, bobcat, or coyote. 

4 Go back in time! Have you ever thought of what it might have been like 
to live almost 100 years ago? Take a walk through the Kannally Ranch 
House, built in 1929. What differences do you notice compared to 
houses today? 

5 Save the habitat! Oracle State Park is a 4000 acre wildlife refuge! That 
means it is a protected open space where wildlife can roam freely in 
their native habitat, and people can enjoy the natural environment. 
Discuss why you think it might be important to preserve areas like this 
for both animals and humans. Come up with a conservation plan and 
put it into action! Share on social media using the hastag #TodayinAZ



at Patagonia Lake State Park I will…at Patagonia Lake State Park I will…

Learn how you can get free admission to another great Arizona arts and culture destination. 
Simply upload a photo of your family doing one of these activities at TodayInAZ.org/Activities.

1 Walk along the shoreline and see how many 
different types of animal tracks you can find 
(duck, squirrel, deer, etc.). Can you identify 
any of them? Can you pick out a Blue Herring track?

2 Talk a walk across the bridge in the Marina. The bridge is 25 feet 
high; take a picture from the top.  There are numerous types of 
plants and wildlife around the park. Can you count how many 
different types of trees you can see from the top of the bridge?  

3 Visit the Visitor Center Garden, talk about how desert plants 
have adapted to conserve water and thrive in the desert. These 
adaptations can make the plants look different from what you 
might expect. Describe the most unusual plant that you saw.

4 Take a hike on our Birding Trail; the Audubon Society has 
designated this as an important birding area. Count how many 
different types of birds you see while you walk along the trail. 
What was the most interesting bird you saw on your hike? How 
many different bird songs did you here? What was your favorite? 

5 There are many types of birds that swim in the lake. See how 
many different types of birds you can identify out on the water 
or along the beach. Watch and see how they interact with each 
other. Talk about what you learned from observing nature. 



at Red Rock State Park I will…at Red Rock State Park I will…

Learn how you can get free admission to another great Arizona arts and culture destination. 
Simply upload a photo of your family doing one of these activities at TodayInAZ.org/Activities.

1 In the Visitor’s center ask for a spray 
bottle with clean water. Walk the 
Smoke Trail and hunt for spider webs 
by spraying them when you see one to see the details. How 
many different kinds are you able to find? 

2 Go to the petroglyph panel on Smoke Trail at marker #5.  
Write a story about how they got there and what they 
mean. Mail the story to the park and we will display it in the 
Museum.

3 Walk the Kingfisher Bridge. Notice the different types of trees 
that you can see along the water’s edge. Note and or think 
about what characteristics are similar and different among 
them. After your visit, ask a ranger the names of the trees you 
saw.

4 Watch the Oak Creek Watershed video in the theatre.  
Develop a plan to help clean a riparian area near your home.

5 Visit the Hummingbird Patio with a pair of binoculars. Try to 
identify how many different hummingbirds visit one feeder 
you’ve picked out to watch.  What kind of Hummingbird visits 
that feed the most?
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