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Dear Expect More Arizona Partner: 
 
Thank you for hosting a house party to support the “Vote 4 Education” campaign.  
As we all know, this is a critical election year for education.   
 
During the primary and general elections, we will make important decisions about 
the individuals who will lead our state into the future including Governor, 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, Arizona legislators and local school board 
members.  In November, we will also be voting to protect Arizona’s youngest 
children by voting “No” on Proposition 302, the initiative attempting to eliminate 
the voter-approved early childhood health and development program known as 
First Things First, as well as being asked to support our local schools through 
bond elections and budget overrides.   
 
By hosting a house party to talk about the importance of strengthening education 
in Arizona, you are helping to facilitate a critical discussion about education.  This 
is your opportunity to encourage your friends, neighbors, co-workers and 
relatives to make education their “hot button” issue when they cast their ballots 
this election year.  Expect More Arizona is about creating a pro-education, 
statewide conversation.  Your house party and discussion about the most 
important issues facing education in our state will demonstrate your dedication to 
a stronger Arizona and build a movement of Arizonans who are demanding that 
their candidates make education a priority. 
 
Our House Party Kit provides you with the information you will need to guide you 
through hosting a successful event, large or small.  Our goal is to provide you 
with tools to make your house party a success and the support to help you 
communicate your commitment to education in our community.  The following is 
just a guide; we encourage you to be creative and come up with your own unique 
ways to facilitate a productive and fun conversation.   
 
Expect More Arizona is your movement.   Thank you for your commitment to 
making it stronger and encouraging Arizona to “Vote 4 Education.” 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 

Nicole Magnuson 
Executive Director 
Expect More Arizona 
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1. Pick your date, time and location 
 

2. Develop Invitation list – depending on your time, space and resources, 
you may want to host a small party with your closest friends or a party with 
a few dozen of your neighbors, co-workers, members of your church and 
acquaintances from community organizations.  Suggested guest lists 
include individuals from the following groups: 

a. Family  
b. Friends and social acquaintances  
c. Neighbors  
d. Faith Community  
e. Work Colleagues 
f. Volunteer Organizations 
g. Professional Associations 

 
3. Send Invitations – invitations can be easily sent out electronically through 

Web-based services like Evite.com.   Evite is a free web site that makes 
sending and tracking your invitations easy.  Or, you can print out hard 
copy invitations such as the one included in this packet.   

 
 
 
 

 
Here is a sample program for a one to two-hour house party: 
 

• Guests Arrive, sign-in, mingle and have refreshments (15 min) 
• Brief introduction by the host with a welcome and overview of the party (3 

min) 
• Presentation (15-20 minutes) 
• Discussion (30 minutes) 
• Call to Action (5 minutes) 
• If you have a laptop or accessible computer handy, allow guests to sign up 

to join the Expect More Arizona movement on their way out at 
http://www.expectmorearizona.org/p/sign-up.html. 

 
 

Step 1:  Organize 
	  
	  

Step 2:  Plan your party program 
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By hosting a house party on behalf of Expect More Arizona, you are sharing with 
your friends, co-workers and neighbors your support of education and your belief 
that we all a role in improving education in Arizona.  The following is information 
you can use to put together a short presentation for your party. 
 
Sample Script 
 
“Welcome everyone.  Thank you for joining us today/tonight to learn about an 
issue that is very important to me and my family.   This is a critical year for 
education in our state.  At the elections in August and November, we will be 
electing a Governor, Superintendent of Public Instruction, Arizona Legislative 
Representatives and {if appropriate for your district} School Board Members.  In 
addition, our district has a {bond election/budget override} on the ballot. Note:  
Check ExpectMoreArizona.org to see if your district has a bond election or budget override on the ballot.  
 
Like most Arizonans, I’m concerned about education in our state and I believe it 
is time for all of us to take a stand and make education our top priority.  Did you 
know: 

• Kindergarten teachers report 60% of entering students do not have basic 
skills such as knowing their ABC’s and 123’s? 

• Arizona ranks 49th in per student investment in education? 
• Only 24% of Arizona 4th and 8th graders demonstrate proficiency in 

reading? 
• For every 10 9th graders in Arizona, only 17 will graduate from college on 

time? 
• Only a quarter of Arizonans age 25 or older hold a bachelor’s degree or 

higher? 
 
We simply can’t wait any longer to make significant changes for education while 
our children are falling behind and Arizona’s future economy and our quality of 
life are at stake.  In the last 3 years, more than $1 billion has been cut from 

Easy and Fun House Party Ideas 
 

Barbeques      Wine Tastings 
 Coffee Talks      Happy Hours 

Brown Bag Lunches     Dinner Parties 
	  

Step 3:  Prepare your presentation 
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education.  Even with the passage of Proposition 100, public and charter K-12 
schools will have to cut more than $400 million in fiscal year 2011. 
 
You might be asking yourself what you can do about a complex issue such as 
education.  I am proud to be a part of the Expect More Arizona movement of 
individuals who care about education and committed to making it our state’s top 
priority.  They are encouraging us all to ensure that our candidates are true 
champions of education by understanding the following four questions about our 
candidates: 
 

1. Is education one of their top two priorities? 
2. Do they have a clear plan with specific strategies for how they will address 

the biggest issues affecting education in our state? 
3. Are they willing to invest resources in education to support Arizona’s long-

term success? 
4. How will they challenge Arizonans to expect more and do more for 

education? 
 
In addition, we want to encourage you to take the following actions as it relates to 
education: 
 

1. Vote No on Proposition 302 - Protect the Voter-Approved Early Childhood 
Health and Development Funds 

2. Make sure your candidates are unwavering advocates for education 
3. Rally 10 friends to vote with education as their “hot button” issue 

 
Although Expect More Arizona is a nonpartisan organization, they are 
highlighting the importance of voting for people, policies and programs supportive 
of education.  I encourage all of you to visit ExpectMoreArizona.org and sign up 
to become part of the movement supporting education.  You can also find them 
on Facebook and Twitter by clicking on the icons at the bottom of their Web site. 
 
The Web site is a resource for you as well including a “Vote 4 Education” section 
with online voter registration, key dates, and information to help you know your 
candidates better. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to come to our home this evening.  If we all work 
together to Vote 4 Education, I know we can make an impact and improve our 
community and our state. 
 
Optional Discussion – if appropriate, you may want to ask guests for their 
thoughts about education and ideas they have to strengthen education in your 
community.  You might consider asking the following questions: 

• What are your concerns about Arizona’s education system? 
• What would you like to see changed in our current system? 
• What would your candidate have to say to convince you he or she is for 

education and worthy of your vote? 

http://savingfirstthingsfirst.org/
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• What are your thoughts on some of the key issues in education including:  

Student performance, teacher evaluation, standards and strategic 
investment? 

• What are some strategies that we can take to engage and empower our 
neighborhood to get involved in strengthening education? 

 
Please note:  Expect More Arizona does not endorse specific candidates.  While   
you may decide to disclose which candidates you support, we encourage you to 
allow your guests to reach their own conclusions based on your discussion and 
by thoroughly researching candidates’ positions and merits.  Please make sure 
they understand that Expect More Arizona’s only endorsement is education. 
 
 

 
The following materials are available for download for you to print and use at 
your event.  Visit  http://www.expectmorearizona.com/p/house-party-
resources.html to download materials.   

• Sample Invitation  
• Nametags  
• Vote 4 Education Flyer 
• Vote 4 Education Poster (8.5 x 11) 

 
In addition, the following materials are available from Expect More Arizona in 
limited quantities.  Please contact us at info@expectmorearizona.org or 
602.682.2093 to order materials. 

• Flyers (8.5 x 11) 
• Posters (11x17) 
• Mobilization Cards 
• Door Hangers 
• Payroll Stuffers 
• T-Shirts 
• Pens 
• Car Magnets 
• Stickers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Step 4:  Gather materials 
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Taking a few extra minutes to thank your attendees and remind them about the 4 
Actions and 4 Questions will go a long way.  Below is sample email: 
 
Dear {Name}: 
 
Thank you for joining me for my “Vote 4 Education” house party.  I appreciate the 
opportunity to share my passion for improving education in our state by making 
education the “hot button issue” during this year’s elections.  Here are the 4 
Actions we are asking you to take.   The great news is that #1 is already done!  
We just need your help to keep the momentum going. 
 
1). Vote Yes on 100 (passed in May!) 
2). Vote No on 302 – Protect the voter-approved early childhood health and 
development funds.  Please visit http://www.savingfirstthingsfirst.org/ to learn 
more. 
3). Make sure your candidates are true education champions.  Visit 
ExpectMoreArizona.org for the questions you should be asking yourself when 
selecting candidates. 
4).  Rally ten friends to get out to vote with education as their “hot button issue.” 
 
Remember, Expect More Arizona and the ExpectMoreArizona.org Web site is a 
resources for you.  Sign up to stay connected to what’s happening in education in 
out state now and post-elections. 
 
Please let me know if you have questions or need additional information to help 
join the Expect More Arizona movement and to Vote 4 Education.   
 
Thanks again! 
{Your Name} 
 
 
	  
	  

Step 5:  Send a thank you note 
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Sample Invitation – Download at: 
http://www.expectmorearizona.com/p/house-party-resources.html 
 

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

You are invited to a “Vote 4 Education” House Party 
 

At my home 
 
 

Joe Smith 
123 S. First Street 

 
 

Monday, August 16, 2010 
 

6:30-8:30pm 
 

RSVP 
(602) 555-1234 

joe@sampleemail.com 
 

We hope you can attend.  Food and drinks will be provided and we will be 
doing a brief presentation about Expect More Arizona and their Vote 4 

Education campaign. 
 

Note:  This is not a fundraising event. 

	  

Resources 
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Sample Nametags – Download formatted for Avery nametag labels at: 
http://www.expectmorearizona.com/p/house-party-resources.html 
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Flyer – Download at: 
http://www.expectmorearizona.com/p/house-party-resources.html 
 
 
 

 

A high quality education system is critical for ready kids, ready graduates and a ready
workforce. It also drives a more prosperous Arizona. This election season, make
education your top priority and let your candidates know it's important to you.

ASK yourself these 4 questions when
selecting your candidates:

1 Is education one of their top two priorities?

2 Do they have a clear plan with specific strategies for how they
will address the biggest issues affecting education in our state?

3 Are they willing to invest resources in education to support
Arizona’s long-term success?

4 How will they challenge Arizonans to expect more and do more
for education?

TAKE these 4 actions:
1 Vote Yes on Proposition 100

2 Vote No on 302 – Protect the Voter-Approved Early Childhood
Health and Development Funds

3 Make sure your candidates are unwavering advocates
for education

4 Rally 10 friends to vote with education as their
“hot button” issue
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Paid for by Expect More Arizona-Vote4Education Yes on 100 &
Protect Early Childhood Health/Development Funds. Major funding by
Expect More Arizona, a fund of the Arizona Community Foundation.
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Poster – Download at: 
http://www.expectmorearizona.com/p/house-party-resources.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	  


